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small powers, accepting a permanent seat on the
important Atomic Energy Commission. A strong
advocate of collective security, Canada, since the
Conference at San Francisco, has given many proofs
that, though the the United Nations organization may
appear not without defects, it none the less remains the
sole hope of those who wish to maintain the peace. It
is within the framework of this organization that
Canada intends to conduct its own relations with the
peoples of the Commonwealth, and with the great
republic which is its neighbour. Nothing will turn
Canada aside from this path unless, through mis-
fortune, through the failure of an organization ham-
strung and divided, the truly peace-loving peoples of
the world are forced to seek a greater security within
an association of democratic states ready to accept
definite obligations in return for that security.20 Mean-
while Canada continues to play on the international
stage the useful but at times thankless role of con-
ciliator. This was the role it played, not without
success, at the time of the debate provoked by the
Soviet resolution on war propaganda, in the bitter
dispute over the partition of Palestine that involved
Washington and Moscow, in determining the plan for
the evacuation of Korea, or in defining the powers of
the Little Assembly of the United Nations.

In 1939 Canada was in a better position than in
1914 to have a clear picture of its interest and its

20 On April 14, 1949 the North Atlantic Pact was signed at
Washington by twelve countries of which Canada was one. The
previous week the Canadian Parliament ratified the treaty which
provides that an attack on one or several of the contracting parties
in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack on all
the parties.